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A S THE arms-control strategy known | 


as SALT gradually slides toward col- 
lapse this autumn, important statesmen 
begin to resemble priests of a dying reli- 
gion. They repeat all of the right prayers 
Dut the liturgy no longer seems convine- 
ing. 

Some of us who were agnostics all along 
thought it would take at ‘least a decade to 
reach this point when ‘neither left nor 
right, hawks nor doves, can still look rev- 

-erently upon this treaty-making process. 
~. Hawks think SALT leaves us weak and 
“ vulnerable. Doves aré beginning to under- 
stand that SALT propels the arms race as 


Cuba with their 40 tanks — sa not be: 
so grand, 


shared in Washington... regardless. , of. 
whether SALT -I eventually. does get 
ratified. The theory of serial superpower: . 


‘ - treaties with t fe Russians is : is a a toke less _ 


promising ‘aii “Nixon ‘and: Rissinger, 
Ford and Carter-led us to-suppose: The-- 
high priests of diplomacy will be trauma-. 
‘tized by this, but the rest’ of us.may see 
_ an opportunity in disaster — a chance to- 
. think new thoughts which fit world reali- : 
_ ties better than SALT. . a. 
~ Sen. Adlai'Stevenson: ‘of Thin who 3 1S: 
__ 80 ‘serious’ about his. work that news- ¢ 
“papers: -usually describe him as dull, has,’ 
"the gérm of an historic.idea.—-.a concept © 
‘i of international. relations... that- actually 
“. looks forward and tries to’ address the in-. 
" terdependent world of the future, instead - 
‘of the superpower”. past. - "The : idea’ is; - 
- simple enough, but itrequires a fresh per- 
_ spective to grasp its full: potential. So, | 
“naturally, very few’ in Washington are. 
‘ ready to take it seriously.” os 7 
“The SALT process is inadequate,” ‘the 
* senator was saying the other day. “It may |. 


r 


_ much as it harnesses it. Any grand strat-- 
egy which can be easily routed by a-light:. + 
cavalry brigade — those. Russians in: 


SA 


be collapsing of its own weight. It can’t 
' eontrol weapons systems faster than tech- 
nology can develop them.” 

Stevenson wants to build another inter- 
national structure alongside the Soviet 
U.S. arms negotiations — a global intor- 
mation system, shared and operated. | 
cooperatively. by all nations. ix would use ; 

"space satellites and the technological wi- i 
zardry of modern intelligence agencies for : 
peace-keeping as well as to aid human en- ! 
deavors, from agriculture to mineral ek 

~ ploration. : 

The senator is uniquely pomonna to 

-gee the potential, for. he ts chairman of | 
the Senate Space Committee, overseer of | | 
NASA’s plans for the 1980s, and also } 
‘chairman of the intelligence subcommit=} 
“tee which ‘Keeps tabs on the CIA. and | 
other clandestine agencies. These NASA! 1 
‘space satellites have become ho-hum to | 

‘most: citizens, just as NASA became 2, 


This perception, f think, is now v widely “public bore-after the moon landings, but, 


‘a new generation of devices can now do.} 
extraordinary things in monitoring the! 
“surfaces of earth — from identifying crop 
blights and impending drought to locat~ 
- Ing the most promising target ground £ for | 


: oil drilling, for mineral extraction, for! 
“<human development of many kinds: 


‘Coupled with the CLA’s sophistication in | 


: Ae creda ones analysis, this new era of 
“space could produce stunningly direct bene- | 
bats for everyone, tich and poor,. ‘hig. and... 


mall 
nr the Bible tells.us, mankind will go oft 
making war of one kind or another until the 


last millennium and space satellites aren’t . 
going to change that. Buta shared intelli- - 


gence system does offer another means of . 
-early-warning alarms when one country 

“\gtarts massing troops on a border ora super- | 
_power opens a-new submarine base or a na~., 


tion's industrial capacity is shifted in a me- 
spacing direction. It would not make- -pacifists | 
jwout of rogues —: ‘but it would pin: down the 


‘rogues in ae international, suse biti hard | 

evidence.” my eae 
Seveeea | is ‘offering his own: ‘version of a an 

‘iden which has been. pushed. for years by a. 


4 dogged team of peace seekers, Howard Kurtz | | 


and his lata wife. Harriet, who incorporated 
; themselves as-global thinkers under the ar-~|| 
; xeating title of War Control Planners. Mostly | 
; they-ars ignored. But those skeptica who - 
. threw away.the Kurtzes’ material on a 


~ “global information cooperative” might want 


5 Bish it out of the wastebasket now that a - 
mainstream figure like Adlai Stevenson has 
picked up the concept. . : 

“Tt’s not theoretical,” Stavenson said. “Tis. 
20 concrete I ont a about it.” 
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derstans how the. world 
@ last 20 years, the comoli- 
cated ee fragile interdependence of trading’ 
nations. and supranational cornorations, can: 


